Mrchlgan s gray wolf recovery program
gets off the ground

S Dunng the summer of 1992 the DNR appomted a .
. Gray Wolf Recovery Teain to oversee the recovery and man-

agement- of the species on the mainland Upper Peninsula. -

. The gray wolf—also known as the eastern timber wolf—is -
Can endangered species in Mrchrgan The state has a respon— '

sibility to preserve the species under the Mrchrgan o
Endangered Species Act, while federal agencies must adhere -

< to the federal ESA. According to a letter UPEC has reeewed '

. from the Team Leader, Thomas F. Weise, the DNR is -

~ “comitted to an open process that 1nVo1ves the publtc
o the developmient of the recovery strategy.

There are.currently about 20-25 wolves in the U P

: ‘ ;thrs number does not include those on. Isle Royale The

miainland U.P. population is incieasing through natural i im-

' migration from Wisconsin and Ontario. Packs are begin-
. mingto form, and pups are being. produced .In 1991, biolo- -
e glsts documented the first successful breeding of wolves on -
7 Michigan’s mainland i in- many years. -There is enough surt— S
-able habitat to support a viable populatron o
-+ - Wolves are kniown'to exist in four.* patches in the -
B .U P: (1) running along the Supenor shoreline in’ Gogebic
and.northwestern Ontonagon counties; (2) an area in central

Gogeblc County running north into south-¢entral Onton- -

", -southein tip of Marguette, County and on to the Escanaba ~

" area along the Menominee-Delta Count_y line; and(4)a -’ ' '
- ~round patch covering muchof Schoolcraft County and the -
extreme western'edge of Luce County:

o Beyond biological conicerns, wolves need pubhc

" wolf’s recovery (64% in favor vs: 15% opposed).. Nonethe- -
. less, wolves need to be protected- if they are to survive in'the = |-
S SN P. The DNR'is trying to alay traditional fears with a. faet.
*""sheet that points ‘out there is no evidence that healthy -
' wolves have ever attacked hixmans in North Ameérica. The -
'DNR also vows that wolf recovery will-mean no: changes in -
" current timber- management practices; in its words, “Timber
- “cutting, wildlife habitat management, and other practices :
*- that promote a diverse and productive forest are good man--
'—agement praetlces for the wolf ’ Fmally, the DNR responds o

to concems that wolves rmght kifl too many deer by pomt-" CeS T
ing out that, in 1990 in the U.P., 4,963 deer were killed by - -~
_-cars, over 72,000 by hunters, and-almost 38, 000 by starva- -
- tion—the implication bemg that a few dozen wolves W111 :
.ot make much of a dent in the deer populatlon ’

‘The DNR has no plans to release wolves here.

- Any rise in-‘current pumbers will come through natural in-, ”
- -crease of the existing population. -

The goal of the Recovery Team is fo provnde the .

' '. condrnons that will allow a self-sustaining population of i
_“wolves to exist in_the U.P. (there are no plans for wolf rein- .

troductions downstate).- The federal government’s Wolf Re- -

_covery Plan (srgned in January 1992) suggests that 80-90 | s
- wolves must live in Michigan before the species | willbere- . -
" moved from the federal endangeéred s species list. Thisplan. .-~ .
~ will be adapted as needed to address 1ssues and eoncerns spe- A

eific to Michigan.

managing agencies t ‘that are represented ‘on the team: the U.S.

' Forest Service, U.S. Fish & Wildlife- Service, and Natlonal
- .Park Service. For more information on the recovery.

strategy, writé to DNR Drstnct 2 Headquarters, Box 300

L _,Crystal Falls 49920...

' -"support to survive. *In fact, most U.P. residents support the - .

Upcomlng UPEC meetlngs

R January 24: UPEC Board meetmg———afl members &
: ffnends welcome! Marquette (location TBA) 1 pmET.
January 11: UPEC: Houghton Group meeting, Portage -
'| Lake United Church, Houghton, 7 pm ET. February 8

UPEC Houghton Group meetmg, Portage Lalce Umted

. :Church Houghton, 7 pm ET

-Public meetmgs wxll be scheduled durmg the wmter Co
and spring of 1993 to identify which issues.and concemns the - -
__public thinks should be addressed in‘the plan. A draftplan -
. will then be developed by the Tedm, which will be subject
‘to further public ¢comment. Final approval of the plan rests
. with the Nataral Resources Commission. Once approved,
. “agon County; (3)-an e]ongated arc running from the northemn the plan will be carried out by the DNR and the federal land .
_half of Iron and Dickinson counties: through the extreme '




News & Notes
NWF gets U.P. grant -

-~ tainable developmerit in the forest products industry in the

- western U.P. Thg grant ‘manager is Gayle Coyer, formerly .

~UPEC’s president. The goal of the grantis to develop a

o consensus. within the environmentat comimunity on what is- -
" agceptable forest—products development. . In the long run, the

. goal of the project is negotiate a sustainable development

- agreement with the forest products industry.’ If you have any

" ideas for. Gayle you can call her at her home in' Skandia at
] 942~7332 ‘

Mead settles dispute
woods Division hias agreed to pay a $10,000 fine‘and

* $139,000.in costs to the state of Mrchtgan for 1ntent10nally N L

- disabling air pollution momtonng equipment. at its plant in ..

L -__,e‘. — hSouth Range. -Mead: says that the sabotage has dore by one -

employee on his own initiative, without the knowledge of -

management As part of its settlerhent, Mead donated over ' -

- 700 acres-on Brockway Mountain in Keweenaw County to -

the Mlchrgan Audubon Society for use as a nature reserve. . '
InDecember, ]

: We propose HoCo task force
the Houghton Area Chapter of UPEC proposed the creation

‘of a Citizens Recycling Task Force to deal with Houghton -

- County’s chronic recycling problems. The recycling center.
at the county’s transfer station was closed in November by

the private company which handled the recychng pick-up.
© UPEC responded by calling for interim funding for recycling

T whlle a Task Force dectdes ona long—term strategy for the h

county T
. " Workshop on tap
“for UPEC’s Take Back the Earth Workshop, which will

 probably be held in. April in Marquette. The workshop will "

~. showcasé successful commumty—orgamzmg strategies—real-
solutions far the problems that grassrootsters face. UPEC -
“member Don Snitgen will prepare a casébook based on-the:
workshop that'can be used as'a primer for new groups that .

pop up to deal with environmental problems. We'll have - '-

‘more details on how to be. a part of the workshop in the
commg weeks." . :
Foreman headlines GMM " Dave Foreman ‘

o A_._.__wrl]_be the keynote speaker at the UPEG: General Member- -
ship Meetmg, which will be heid in Houghton (exactloca- - . -

‘tion TBA) on.May 1. Foreman was a key figore for many -
years in the Earth First! movement and is-now involved
with w1lderness recovery pro]ects and the publrcatlon of
Wild Ean‘h magazine.-

Air permits for burner denled The contro-
versral soil incinerator proposal for Skandla township was -
killed in Deceémber after the state’s Air Quality | Commission

" voted to deny the rieeded permits. This was the culmmatron
-~ of months of hard work by local grassroots groups, represen- -
" “tatives of which traveled to Lansmg to testrfy before the -

. Commission.

Nominatlons for the Board!!!." It s time

‘nce again for UPEC meimbers to put in nominations for o

the Board of Directors for a one-year term begmnmg in May’

o mgs are now held every other month mstead of monthly

" The Natlonal Wlldltfe -
Federatlon has received a substantial grant to investigate sus-

Mead’sNorthernHard— S

Preparatlons are beginning’

Normnations from outs;de the Houghton-Marquette corridor’ o

. are especially welcome. Please send the nommatlons to the 0
~UPEC box before March. 1. -

Trash Team to- go statewide -
ber John Manty is on'the steering ‘committee for the U.P.:

Trash Team, a regionwide effort to combat trash dumping i in
_-tural areas and-on public lands. The concept has beensucha .

- hit that it will go- statewrde next spring with a splashy send--r :
- ‘off.: The Trash Team is developing an-Adopt-a-Forest clean-.

up program modeled after the hrghly successful Adoptoa— S
: Hrgh\vay plan : '

t’(@tﬂr Tom

The newsletter edrtor passes the torch i
~andventshisspleen - - -
A little: more than thrée years. ago I volunteered
myself into becorriing editor of this newsletter. 1 remember_
.- that fateful day well. We were sitting in-a Board meeting,; -

- going around the’ table trying to decide whose turn it wasto o
- -chumn out the next issue, People were ducking out té goto . .

- the bathroom, get a drink of water; check to make sure the

- car hadn’ tspontaneously combusted or something., Lheard -’ Lo
- nyself saying, “How about if I just do them all from now -~
" on?” Dead silence. Then, one by one, the few remaining e

‘Board members broke into grddy smiles of disbélief.
Instantly I realized the enormity. of fy e error but pnde kept
'me from withdrawing my offer. - .

"~ And so here I am; at the end of 1992 I feel like ...
" the quallty of the newsletter hasn’t been what it should be.

" over the past year or so, for my job and homefront demands o

have expanded and kept me from devotmg the time that this -

pubhcatton deserves -80; as of the next issue, I am turnmg e '

- over the reins to- Jerry Smith, Joanrie Welsh, and Mikel:
Classen. "I'm moving:on to another thank]ess, but more '
 robotic, position within the: UPEC. hrerarchy——treasurer

--But before Isay: farewell to these pages, I hope *
you'll mdulge me in some rambling observations on where
- UPEC is:now, why our. efforts are. important, snd where I.
thmk we ought to go irf the years ahead. - - :

1 know there is much we need 0 doto make UPEC .

“la more effectrve orgamzatlon Weneed more members, '
' miore activism, more ¢overage of the eastern counties and the: - -
* Lake Michigan shoreline and the west end. Too often

. UPEC runs on the Houghton -Marquette axis. But I can tell
* you it's not because we don’t care about the rest of the - :
. peninsula. We struggle along' with little money, volunteer.
- burnout, and all the other usual grassroots problems. o

~ - And we face elected officials who, almost niver-

sally; are either (1) 1gnorant of or indifferent to envrronmen- ol

© tal concerns, Or (2) just-plain hostile to what we stand for. _
. Joe Mack was perhaps the classic example, but give the. ~ -
. devil his due: at least he was up-front about hating environ-

-, mentalism. Today’s polrtrcra.ns are. usually a bit more .’

1993: Nominations should include a one-sentence statement - . savvy, eloakmg themselves in greenery while continuing the -~

" of interests. If you really want to make a difference in .
. UPEC, please consider joining the Board.. The Board meet-" _

-assault. It’s an insidious business, and a lot-of what UPEC
_has to do nowadays involves <countering the environmental -

mis- or disinformation put out by elected officialdom and

UPEC mem- L



. even the agencres themselves I can. count on the fingers of
o my right hand the number of times we've beeii on the: same
.- side of anissue as our elected representatives. '
o Havmg said all thls, if you have a tendency (as- I
-~ admit sometimes do) te downplay UPEC as a marginal or -
- ummportant organization, think about this. Our little group
* s the front-line guardian of the world’s most important re-

.. serve of the world’s most important substance: freshwater.
- Easily pol]uted readily squandered, freshwater is the essence

" of essences, the key fo all life and to-the tiny part of it that-
‘constitiites human civilization, ‘And yetonly 2% of all the -

~planet’s Water is freshwater, and a fifth of that is in the Great -
- will, sooner or later; come to a consensus that’ cleareuttmg

.. Lakes.” The U.P: is arguabiy the most important piece of
" real estate on the planet Bound as it is by Lakes Huron,
“Michigan, and Superior. ‘And UPEC is the one group -
- *which, despite all our shortcomings, has taken it upon 1tself

- to stand up for this vital area. When you look at it this’
" way, it’s apparéiit that no-other grassroots group has the res:

-sponmbﬂmes that we do. = -
-Doibting me? Think- ahead fo'a thrrsty future one

" in'which global warming, population growth, and the wan- -~
. ing (or nurturing) forests.

 ton sticking-dry of aquifeis leaves the rest 6f the country—
no, the rest of the world—eyebalhng the Great (Lakes)

o Drmkmg Fountain: When that day comes—and believe me 8

it will—UPEC will be at the ep:center of the controversy
Imagine huge pumping stations at Manistique, Gladstone,
Menominee, Ontonagon, Graid Marais, the Soo. Prpe]mes
‘running through.downtown Rudyard, cutting through the

. heart of Gaastra, looming above Greater Meétropolitan Wake-
" field, all of them wending their way to Phoenix and L.A. so -

the fairways stay.gréen and the BMWs stay clean. Imagine .

- revenue-hungry counties competing to get the H20 transport- :
~facilities, with their pumphouse -and pipe-maintenance jobs - *.
. and water-wrthdrawal revenues, Imagine local school boards,

vying desperately with each other to have the best junior
hockey program, hookéd on water-tax dollars like junkies.
- Imagine our Michigan representatives-postuting about “the
" national interest” as thie state increasingly finances itself out

- of wa-wa payola from Arizona and California and Mexico:’
... Just imagine —what Detroit was to cars, the U P could be ;
o towater! '

But why thmk ahead toa dlsmal speculatrve future
‘when the unrermtung reality of today is‘just as depressing?

. My sense is that all of us dre watf:hmg the slow domestica:
" “tion of the U.P. All the different issues that UPEC scurries - -
.around trying to cover are symptomanc of the chipping- - -
. away-at of the natural world. 'What we’ve gof here is a thin-
© . tages. it has not regretting the- brg—clty amemtles 1t doesn t.

" ning veneer of wildness laid lightly over an abused land- *
scape. Tourists come up here and think it’s w1ldemess I

" can’t walk ten yards through the woods wrthout seeing evi- )
_pubhc swimming pools $0 no more oceangoing, zebra-mus-
- sel-toting freighters can get into Superior. Blowing up the .

© - dence of Human activity.
' To_get you really outraged I should at, thls pomt

' say somethmg hke, “The U.P. is dying.” But of course it -

‘is'not. The U.P. is just slowly degrading, slowly ‘becoming

: " more and more like everywhere ¢lse, That may not be soul-
. ‘stirring, but it should be and UPEC: shiould do whatever we - |
" can'to reverse the trend. Toward that end, [ offer three stands -

~ UPEC “onght-to take in the months to come:

S Oppose the constraction of any new roads i in the _

~U.P. or the expansion from two to four lanes of existing
E roads. We don’t need to make it easier for more cars to get
: up here: faster we need to reorient our mfrastructure mVest- :

ment in the u. P to revnve rarlroads and other forms of mass '_ g 5
© transport. *. e

2. Support a Forest Pracuces Act that bans o
clearcutting on lands enirolled under the Comimercial Forest

~Reserve program, support legal challenges to Forest Service. - )
: clearcuttmg on the Hiawatha and Oftawa using the: provi- -
sions of the 1976 National Forest Management Act,and -

support similar challenges on state forest lands through the :

. - Michigan Environmental Protection Act, I've heard all sorts"' S
- of foresters make very neat technical arguments for the desir- ;
- ability of clearcutting. Nonetheless, I think:conservation:

biologists, the “new’ forestry™ -ecologists, and other scientists-

isa brologlcal disaster. As for me, all I have to do is look .

™ at the increasing number of clearcuts around the U.P. -
* {cynically hidden from roadsrde view by a thin line of trees)

and I know in-iny gut- that it’s wrong. Nature doesn’tdo. . _' '

. that to land——even a hurricane or 4 wildfire leaves most of
~_the organic ‘material behind to decompose and thus pourish -
_ the soil. Too many so-called professional foresters are very

good at farming trees, but don t know anythmg about grow- E

3. Support a real Zero Dlscharge lmtlatwe by call— -

_ing on the American Paper Institute (the main paper industry.
. lobby) to put up thé fequisite r&d money aimed at “closing- - -
-, the waste loop” in mills: that is, paying for the development L
- "of newtechnologies that will permit 100% fecycling of cur- . .

“rent wastes. This would, in effect, put permanent lids on -~

the smokestacks and discharge pipes.” It’s time to disestab-

. lish the pnnc,lple that it’s OK to.dump pollutants into the
_ airand water 5o we. can- have more elaborate deodorant pack— a

agmg

as possrble restored to wilderness conditions and legally ad- -

" rhinistered as such. The remainder of the forest should be -
~-devoted to commodity. productlon, and almost all of that
 shiould be geared toward saw fimber and durable, value-added
+ wood products. The “economic development” emphasis

" “would be on locally controlled small business, with the~

tourist industry weaned from near-total fossil-fuel depen-. - -~
dency. The culture would celebrate diversityand rebuff con- -

. sumerism. - Thé population would be stable or slightly de--.

chmng, with people taught to love thie U.P; for the advan-

. Sound radical? Think again. .
. Radical is turning the Soo Locks into. a series s of

Mackinac Bridge and forcing tourists fo canoc over. Rein- -

" troducing wolves to downtown Marquette Animmediate
- ban on all snowmobiles and OR Vs ‘as noise-belching, -turf-
ripping, soul-rending affronts to all that is decent and pure. .
,Natmnahzmg the paper mdustry and mandating no more _
- than 5% virgin content in all paper. sold.  Outlawing all fast-'.-
- food franchises from the U.P. so our homegrown outfits a

stand achance. Secedmg the U.P. from the Union so we "

- canreconstitute oursel'v.es into a‘Small-Is-Beautiful Biore- - - -

_ © Let me gwe it to you ina nutshell My dreanl for =
) the U.P. is for dbout 80% of the forest land, all of the re- -
. maining undeveloped shoreline, and all of the waters of the -
- . Great Lakes to be administered as a national protected drea, . .

‘with no resource exiraction allowed, and with as much of it - -



N glonal Loosely Orgamzcd Self-Determmed Comm1ttee of -
- Cortespondence R o
Radical is settmg a goal of zero popu]atmn growth o

for the U. P.- No, -wait—radical is-a forced depopulation of

« _ the U.P.’so that those rerhaining are compelled to regroup
w1thm a hunter—gatherer society.. No, no, no—RADICAL .
“is°a massive push: for voltary self-extinction so we can ]et
. the U.P. reverttoa huiman-free paradlse _

© -7 Allright, all right.’ ‘Maybe that’s a httle rnuch 1

- do want people to be around in a thousand years, and T want
. them to be thankful-and appreciative of our éfforts to lay the

groundwork for a more crwlronmentally sane world. Butall
" the same, we shiouldn’ 't be: afrald of bemg thought “radical.” >

What s really, tru]y radical is the status ‘quo: the idea’ that we i .

__canforever continue to  lumber down obir current. path of -
.- ever-increasing consumiption, of ram;;ant anthiropocentric ar-
“fogance. As faras'm’ concerned, if you’re working to - "~

‘change the status quo, you’re part of the solution—whether JOT
. you consider yourself conseérvative or liberal, timid or bold, .
-, fearless or frightened, radical ot oh-so-mamstream ‘We: need T

peop]e in UPEC working on every level of environmental
~‘consciousness. Within our environmentalist commumty,

we need to advance our own pamcular points of view vigor-

- ously, but-at bottom we need to respect our fellow environ-:
" mentalists’ views whénever we differ, We need to-recognize
"that the environmental movement has room for all varieties
. of meaningfu! (as oppesed fo cosmetic or. frivolousy change

* In short, the U.P.’s environment is dependmg on us$ to keep - _

- our coalition together. ‘We-may be moving,at dlfferent

- -speeds-toward ecotopia, but I'd like to see as many of us ag e

possnble {(both hurmans and non-humans) finally get there. -
. - Well, there. Thanks to all of you who contributed
' stones over. the past three yeats, or who gave encourage--

“ment. I hope you’ve found the newsletter mformatwe, o

provocatlve, and worthwhlle reading. .

"~ —Dave Harmon, Arlanuc Mme-- :

({f you haven i already guessed rhe views in Your Turn do
- not necessanly reﬂect, nor do they zmply, any oﬂ" czal
pos:tmn af UPEC ) '
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