So:l burner for Skandla'?

Some 250 people packed a pub]rc heanng in Iuly
to tell the DNR they don’t want an soil incinerator in -

< Skandia (about 12 miles south of Marquette). The proposed

. " incinerator would ‘burs soil contaminated by underground gas
“. storage tanks. Board member Jon Saari reports that the

", depthof feeltng expressed by. the oltrzens at the hearmg was .

- remarkable, and that testimony was.virtually unanimous in .

o developrng Lirtle Presque Isle and Wetmore Landing north of
. Marquette.- Dozens of citizens ‘made the-trek to Escanaba to -

. address the Commission. Speaker after speaker called on the

opposing the burner. The project had previously been

~approved. by the Marquette County Planning Commrsmon— .

~ a.move that came as a sutprise to many. people. .

S A strong hew grassroots group called. Keep Skandra -
S Clean has quickly organized among local people to fight the -
. . proposal. They have already gotten the Marquette County

" Commssion to:pass_a resolution opposing the burmer.

- . UPEC’s Marquette Chapter has helped disseminate info on -
‘these kind of burriers. Coricérns have been raised about -~

“toxic pollution gomg out the smokestack-and about the -

" réliability of emissions ‘data, which are monitored by the
"operator, not an mdependent outside party or the DNR:
- Also; the burner is. close to (and possibly in) wetlands and -

~ an'eighth of'a mrIe from the west branch of the Whitefish -

_ River; which is currentIy being studied for-inclusion in the -+~
L Wild& Scemc Rivers. System Based on these concerns, the o
- "UPEC Board passed an €miergency resqlutlon opposing the -

incinerator and made-sure it got to the DNR before the :

. Skandra hearing.

Sadly, the decrsron about whether to grant the

: l_ operatrng permit will probably be made on technical grounds.
- by DNR people who werei't even at the hearing. A$ Saari =
_notes, all the emotion and atmosphere of the hearing is‘now .

‘ -not'hmg more than scratchy voices on an andio tape. We can”.

-+ only-hope something of the community consensus trickles
.. down to Lansing and makes a difference in the DNR’s’ '
S declslon, which is expected o come wrthm three months

- “The issue continues to unfold and we may ‘become more '
- deeply involved. :

QThe Upper Perunsula -

7 Upcommg UPEC meetmgs
' August 19: UPEC Marquette Group meeung Vrllage .'

-~ Inn, 1301 N. 3rd St., Marquette. 7 pm ET. Angust 24:
.| UPEC Houghton Group meeting. . Portage Lake United -
- | Chuich, Houghton. 7 pm ET- - September 14: UPEC

_ Board meeting—all members & friends welcome' Cham- -
pion Town Hall Champron 7 pm ET. Lo

L|tt|e Presque Isle plans
sndetracked by pubhc outcry

Thanks and congratulatlons are in order for all the

- people who responded to-our appeal in thé last Environment . - =
" (and to those who have bolstered the Citizens to Save Lrttle ‘
 Présque Isle)! - A'strong show of force at itie Natural:
'Resource Commission’s annual U.P. meeting in June has

undone—for the moment-—-uthe DNR's “done deal” oni .

commissioners to stop the deve}opment, and they heard the

" message. They ordered the DNR to halt construction of a’

campground at LPI/WL, oné of the last undeveloped

- stretches of Lake Superior shoreline niear Marquette, The - .
- DNR had iis beart set on beginning building the camp- - - .

. ground this year. Now, the agency will have to do more :
" studies of the environmental and archeological effects of the
o development and take more pnbhc cornrnent on 1ts plans

Surt claims Menommee dump
bemg allowed to Ieak

e People concerned about toxms leakmg from the” -

* Menominee city dump have suéd the responsible authonty

" Leslie Koster of Amberg, Wisconsin, and Dale Pape of

" “Menominee reported to the UPEC May Board meeting about
- their suit against the: Menominee-Marinette County Anport

Comuission, the owner of the city dump since 1983."

Koster.and Pape charge that thé Commission has been. aware. L

- of illegal acceptance of hazardous substances at the dump,

mcludmg methylene chloride, toluene, and others.- They say. ‘ K
- that the Commission, has not prevented- surface: -water, rain, . -
" and snow from infiltrating the dump and subsequently - °

confaininating groundwater. Koster and Pape also beheve

- the leaking dump is-fouling the Menominee River—itself PR
.~ already a toxic Area of Concern—and Lake Michigan. Their -
* -suit challenges the legality of a federal grant to pay for. o
‘covering the dump and asks for a restraining order on current" b
" cleanup work. Koster and Pape want to use federal - '

Superfund law to force a private-party cleanup; rather than o

" using pubhc funds. They organized.a protest at the federal
" courthouse'in Marquette on June 10 to speak out against -

their suit’s being heard in Lansing rather than. Marquette

o makmg it all but. Jmpossrble for UPers to parﬁclpate SR




© Nows & Noes
Threatened beaches

- jopment ‘not- pollution is ‘now the most-serious threat to-

.. U.P: beaches as thicatened, including Little Presque Isle
. (Marquette Co.); Bete Grise, the mouth of the Montreal -

" “River, and Lac 1a Belle (Keweenaw Co.); Whitefish Pomt
. "the shores of the St Marys River, and parts-of Drummond -

- Island (Chippews Co.); Bois Blanc and Les Chenaux islands

4 * and the mouth of the Crow. River (Mackmac County); arid - &

o ‘White Pine smelter -most- toxic s:te
. pubhshed its annual toxm release list in: June, and the
Copper Range copper smelter'in White Pine (Ontonagon

EPA

gal-and not. permanently damagmg The DNR has been .

. mired i in consent-order negotiations with Copper Range fm‘
©“two years trying to’ get the compary te. obey the law and fol- :
o iow the an’-qualrty emissions- limits for its stack. =

: ~Adopt.a river! - Atthe May Board meetlag,
* Kraig: Klungness reported that the Riegle-convened stidy -

R committee on future Wild- & Scenic Rivers designations is -

S weighted in favor of antl-enwronmental interests. ‘There are
committees being set up for gach of the 11.UP. study rivers

" and it is vital that enviros are on every one.-If you live near

1 study river, or. want to'work on a: favorite river, drop us a

note at the UPEC box.. We will be contacting the H:awatha

- 'and Ottawa National Forest staffs and coordmatmg with -
" other- envuo groups to ‘help create the commiittees. .
S ‘Torch Lake plan gets support’ UPEC’s. -

' Board and many individual UPEC members wrote letters to

- EPAin June and July to support the agency’s pIans for -

o cleaning up parts of the Torch Lake Superfund site, whlch

' stretches from Copper City to Freda. ‘The EPA’s plan,

St ‘In July the enviro group,
. Clean Water Fund released a study that concluded overdevel- "

‘ s1on of nearly 2 mllhon gailons a. day Lowe]l’s drmkmg L
... water is contaminated by natural fluoride. Engler vetoed the -

" - diversion becanse it would set a bad precedent. Theplan =~
“ would have lowered Lake Michigan’s level by far less than -

"+ aninch. . '

Madison: think the deaths are bemg caused by an av:an dlS; S
ease of pou}try

Spearing in U P. Unlrke some past yeaIs 1n 7

’ W:sconsm, ‘boat landings in the U.P. were ‘peaceful this -

e Portage Point and. the northwest shore of ‘St.:Martins Tsland ‘:: : spring as members of the Lac Vieux Desert tiibe (basedin .

- (Delfa Co.). Even Pictured Rocks National Lakeshore'was
. cited, with thegroup citing the National P Park Serv1ce s nm_' _"\
o road plans (see related story next page)

“Watersmeet) began. spearﬁshmg on Lake Gogebic. Some 40 e
walleye were taken from the lake. LVD members. got to- -

- gether with thé local €ﬂamberof Gommerce and lawens " ; s |
forceiment agencies before the seasoii opened; and that helped S

“deter trouble. According to-the Greaf Lakes Indian Fish & .

" Wildlife Commission’s newspaper Masmazgan ‘while spec- : -

S - Co.) was far and away the smgle la:g est toxic polluter in ;. . tators did arrive at the’ landings, it proved more of an.oppor-

L Michigan. The compény m s that its pollution is- T o tuntty 1o converse and share mformatlon than a confronta- :

o tion.” s S

Fa[ls trail rebu:lt Prctu.red Rocks Natmnal

. Lakeshore is rebuilding a trail to Munising Falls that was

: closed by a'rockfall last November For safety reasons, part: } welo

‘of the trail that allowed people to walk behind the falls has o

.- been pex:manently closed. From now on, visitors will be
-able to look at the falls from v;ewmg platforms on e;ther

sxde S

to get the U.P. portions of the North. Country Trail com- - . -
pleted by 2000, Levin will be’ hiking sections of the trail in’

S early September, The public is welcome to join him: On

Friday the 4th, he will be on. thie trail north of Bruce

* - Crossing, where it crosses the Baltimore River. On the 5th

he will take part in the certification of the Crmg Lake seg-.

© . ment. On the 6th,he will help dedicate the segment at
- ‘Wetmore Pond, take part in a public hike at Little Presque ST
Isle, then hike a ‘segment near Mumsmg, and ﬁnally hike in
) St Ignace from Brevort. '

G‘LM—zonirtg vetoéd‘—“ln amove that caught

"7 price-tagged at $7.2 million, would cover the stamp sand -
- wastelands left over from. copper mmmg ‘with soil and then ,

. revegetate them. This. rather i innocuous plan was greeted by -
" a withering chorus of whining by local. officials in - ,

'Houghton and Keweenaw countics. They claimed that the -

.~ Superfund sité is no danger to public health or the environ-
~ment, that the Superfund. desrgnatron isa stigma preventmg_ :

" economic growth and the creation of a new National- -

. Historical Park, and that the EPA plan. would bring a- spate L
" of lawsuits against local govemments and’ pnvate landown-- " -

" ers from the successors to the mining companies that are re-- - -

~ ‘sponsible for the environmental destruction. The day before .

. the public comment period closed, Windigo Group of the

- . Siérra Club asked EPA to defer its decision until it. produces,, ;
. the cleanup pla for the remaining parts ¢ of the Superfund

~ site. A decision is expected soon.
Diversion nixed -

. In; May Engler used h:s
power under-a 1986 federal law to-veto a diversion.of water

© - from Lake Michigan. The town of Lowell, Indiana, which ~

- igs just outside the lake’s watershed, had requested a diver- *

- Vall of us enviros by surprise; the Depattment of Cortimerce E
- has told Kéweenaw County that they have to'go back and re- -
. dotheirrezoning of the site of the: ‘proposed Great Lakes - -
- Minerals copper mine near Gratiot Lake. InJune the county

e :board ratified a recommendation from their zomng &plan-

‘niing commission to’rezone land to'allow mine development :

' to go forward. AWAKE and UPEC had prepared éxtensive
* comments on‘the rezomng, which were- ignored by the" - -
county cominssions.  After the rezoning decision was made, Lo

the plan was sent to the DOC for what we- thought would be
a pro forma approval.. But the DOC said that'the County did

. -not publish one of its zoming hearing notices correctly, so it -
“-has o re-do the hearmgs Al this adds up to a considerable

o delay for GLM, whiclrhad hoped fo start deveIopmg the - K :
' miine this year. UPEC and AWAKE continue to  press: the L
DNR and Engler to order and EIS for the proposed mine,
which ¢ould be the, klck—starter for many' ‘more inthe. S

"Keweenaw Pemnsula. (For a related story on- this'i 1ssue see - .-

the next page )

DR Cormorant die-off Between 500 and 700 cor- ‘ SRR
.- Great R morants have beenfound dead on islands in Lakes Supenor :
ot Lakes shoselities. The repoit identificd 2 mutuber of “ ..-Huron, and. Mrctugan receritly, accordmg to news: reports n -

" - July. Officials at the National Wildlife Disease Lab in "

Levin hiking the U:P. As part of his pledge = ..



Actnnsts “SLAPPed” w:th
freedom-of-speech sutt

Three actnqsts W1th the grassroots group AWAKE

O '(Assocanon Working Agamst Keweenaw. Explmtatton) have -

been sued by the company which: wants ‘to-open a copper
mine near Gratiot Lake. Great Lakes’ Mtnerais alleges that.

" the three damaged its business prospects’ ‘with What it claims -

7 are false stafements distributed on anjnformanon sheet this

-+~ . spring. The action has all the markings of a SLAPP smt-——
- - -aStrategic ‘Lawsuit. Agamst Public Parttmpatlon

U If you’ve never heiird of SLAPP suits before . they
are’a relatlvely new tactie bemg used by corporate polluters

e ' 10 try to stifle opposition to their-projects. The plaintiffs -

sue people. ‘who have spoken out against their projects, ois-

s oodnga vanety of pretexts: Defendants find themselves losing
* . support among fannly, friends, and colleagnes because thiey o
- get bogged down in'a drawn~out suit. Some become disillu-- . -
- sioned and qult working on enviro issues. This, of ‘course,

is all to the advantage of the plamttffst The pomt of these

_expensive legal quagmire. Hundreds of SLAPP suis have
- been documented nationwide, and the trend twoard SLAPPs -
- has beén written up in a number of btg-mrculatton enviro.

o magazmes Iromcally, most of the SLAPP:suits are . .
.- eventually dismissed by the courts because they are seen for o
7. what they really are: an attempt to “chill’* the. opposition -
L mto silence by d:rectly threatemng ouf right to'free speech.’

- .Inthe AWAKE case, the defendants have vowed to’
.- not be sﬂenced and have retained legai counsel to ﬁght

- . GLM’% suit. 'l‘hxs sort of assauit on pubhc debate is a. dlrect '

B ‘threat to the v1ab1hty of all'environmental activism, and

R _-nust be fought tooth and nail at every. turn, " Therefore; we

" have set up a-special legal defense fund on behalf of the

. - AWAKE plaintiffs. All monies.donated to the fund willbe ~

' disbursed directly to legal counsel.’ Please consider sendmg a.

.~ check to the fund fo preserve our nght to speak outon -

- ' 'behalf of the environment. Make your checks payableto
o '_:-UPEC but make sure to note “AWAKE legal defense fund” - k

" on'the memo line.’ ‘Send your check to: UPEC P 0. Box "

SR 34 Houghton, IVH 49931 : - : 3

Puctured Rocks road |mpacts studles
) completed R

As part of the EIS on the proposed Beaver Bas:n

Rnn Road through Pictured Rocks National Lakeshore, the "
3 National Park Semce comrmss;oned i number of i impacts .
e studies for various natural and cultural aspects.. ' Thése base- . B Ri d. rally rated by all three visit

" . . lirie data-gathering studies were done between Jurie 1990.and ° e asin Rip Road was generally ra d g

. "“March 1992. Here’s a summary of what they: found taken

R frOm a park newsletter dated April 1992. R

L _Two projects, one on la.rge mam- Rt

o ‘mals and one on small were dotie. The: large-mammal Sur- -
- vey found that the most commot species in the park is coy— _—

- Mammals -

ote, with pine martén 4lso abundant. The researchers even -

- found direct evidence of gray wolf in the park through oné’ o
- setof tracks! There is no evidence of ; gray fox, mountain-:

llon, lynx, or badger In the second study, no threatened

o .they least supported.”

'- . endangered orrare small mammals (“Ilsted spet:tes )vvere : o .
~found. - - s

Nesting blrds Nothreatenedorendangered

' $pecies were found. More species use the buffer zone than 7'. i
. the shoreline of Lake Superior: Bald eagle and osprey were. .
- seen on Beaver Lake, and common loons on Grand Sable C

: Lake :

' Herpetofanna

Invertebrates - A literatiire seaxch rather than

) . ﬁeid study, indicated that. there is the potential for more than _ R A
- adozen listed invertebrate species (both insects and gas: . -
t.ropods) 10 oceur, in the road.construction area,

=" Vascular plants - The search for hsted vascular B L
plants in the rodd corridor-turned up notl'mig ‘More field - -

-searches for a ﬂattened oats and New England sedge are bemg : ?::? S

- " done this summer.
** sujts'is not-to win them, but to put the ‘opposition intoan. - '

' Bryophytes ) Nearly 130 mosses and 13 hver-

o worts were found in the park, 15 of them rare, 8 of which -
. oecur within the proposed comdor oftheroad. The. . .. ° . ...
- researchers felf that some species would be locally extu'pated R
' by the building of 2 road; but’ that the loss would notbe .
_mgmﬁcant for the overall faxa. -

Habitat fragmentatloh Ahterature revrew -

. indicates that the proposed road “would ﬁagment extstmg S
.habitit and altér the wildlife and vegetanon composition of .. - .
¢ the proposed road study area. Some spectes would benefit - .
. from.the changes, others would not.” The spectfic effécts

from this fragmentatton on Ptctured ROcks are not well nn- o
‘ derstood -

Archeology No srgmﬁcant sxtes were found
" Noiseé - More traffic would create more noise in -
the park, parttculariy near Leg;on Lake and Twelve Mile - |

R campground.- Most hiking and camping areas would not be L
. -affected. The field study found that the mcreased noxse -
" would not harm wildlife. '

Visual -impacts. The park d1d a vrdeo sunula—

.. | . tion of various roadway alxgnmems and asked viewerstorate. . . . ...
.. -the ones they liked best.- UPEC has roundly cnncrz.ed tlus T
DR study from its- inception because it did'not include a
" road” option: Predictably, v1ewers preferred a curvmg road
o wtth a seml-natutal berm. :

Visitor ‘survey "Perhaps the most 1mportant

o survey result—maybe the bottom line—was the finding that. -~ =~ -~

* - visitors to the park do.not want the road. As the NPS:
: 1news1etter rather lacomca]]y puts it,-of the three options .
.grven in the survey “construction of the proposed Beaver .~ 7

groups [baekpackers, day hlkers, and nonhtkers] as the actron‘ " 1

"'The_ next stens Accordmg to NPS 1t w111

"prepare a draft EIS usmg the study info'in August 1992, put
it.out for public review in November, analyze comments in
- January 1993, prepare the final EIS in-July.1993, and-an-"
- . riounce their final decision-in August 1993, As always,

-~ UPEC is watchdogging the process 2s it slowly wends 1ts
Lo way t.hrough the mnddy channcls of democracy

o The propesed road area is rtch i
g repttles and amphtbtans with 19 of the U.P.’s 26 species -
- found. The only listed species found was the wood turtle—

- "the first known' sighting of this species in Alger County. . ~ :

- 'Herps preferred the park’s ponds and mland lakes, sphagnum o
.~ bogs, and norther hardwoods stands.. -



UPEC 1oms wlth other groupsto demand fmes

for Mead

Flve U P. envu‘onmental groups have Jomed w1th

: Accordmg to the EPA Mead has wolated the Clean ;
- Air Act by illegally exceedmg Tlimits for ernissions of total
* reduced sulfur, Mead has also falled to operate its continti- -
‘. Ous emissions momtonng system on one power boxler i
e “dunng a significant portion-of of the first and-fourth quar’
~.ters of 1990 and the fourth quarter of 1991, according to the ‘
"~ EPA. There was also “significant deWhtlme for the moni- -
_-tormg ‘system on-one of the mill’s recovery boilers, making
7 -itimpossible to even measure the tota] reduced suifur p011u~ T
L tlon Mead is producmg : S .

® We wat to know why the EPA is not planning to

: _f pumsh Mead for these repeated: vielations of federal law, . _- 7
. which carry penalties of up to $25,000 per day. “Corporate
-¢rime is every bit as serious as crime cormitted by-individ- |

: o ” said elease. “We do not in-
UPEC to démand that the Environmental Protection Agency "~ vals,” said the six groups in  press r W

" . (EPA) enforce the federal Clean Air Act and impose fines on_

. 'Mead Corporation for repeated air pollution violations at Hs
.. Escanaba mill. The other groups-are Dickinson Citizens for - -
.~ Clean Air, based in Norway; FOCUS, based in- Ontonagon,

... Friends of the Land of Keweenaw, based in L.’ Anse; the -~
.- Windigo Group of the Sietra Club; and Association .-

. Working Agamst Keweenaw Eprmtatlon, based in Gratlot
' Lake.

tend to let the EPA simply walk away from its responsxbﬂ-

C ity to uphold the laws of the United States.”

" Like all. paper nmlls, Mead's. Escanaba plant isa’

-seIf momtonng, self-reporting facility. EPA gefs allits vi- . .
.~ olations'information’ ‘straight from the comipany. “Then, -
"- when the company does teport violations, it apparently has
" the Juxury of negol:latmg away any punishment,” said the
- ‘groups., “If corporate crime goes unpunished, it sendsa -

message to all companies that vital envnronmental and pub- C ‘

- lic health regulations don’t mean anything.”

"'We also, want to know why the. Mjchlgan DNR

: _-'_was unah]e to resolve these violations in negotiations with .
. Mead that went on for- months before enforcement authonty

* “was handed over fo the EPA. “We unanimously demand that™ . -
 the EPA ‘enforce the federal Clean Air Act without compro-
_misé, and fine Mead Corporatlon the. maximum amount for: - -~ -

-~ every day they broke the law,” said the groups. “We wantto . . -
“see the fine money. earmarked for air pollutlon preventlon e

.- and control.” ‘The six-groups will be pressmg then' case
7 SRR _ '_ w:th the EPA: and DNR in upcommg weeks
L ;.Y_es! I want o protect the II P !
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